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3/20/2020  

(3/25/20 Update beginning on page 6) 

(4/6/20 Update beginning on page 9) 

 

 

Greetings VMF Family! 

Let all that you do be done with love. (1 Corinthians 16:14) In the SPIRIT, our Brother 

Paul gave us this beautiful command, and it should always guide our every decision. 

So - even though we have all made the LORD most high our dwelling place (according 

to Psalm 91), and we are most certainly not afraid of the pestilence that walks in 

darkness - because we love each other deeply, we must wisely institute precautions at 

this time to avoid making one another sick.  

Just to help us all understand the severity of the virus that has been labeled a ‘global 

pandemic’ and why we don’t want to cause anyone any unnecessary risk of infection, 

the top experts have concluded that the COVID-19 (Corona) virus is approximately 3 

times more contagious than the flu and at least 10 times more deadly. Secondarily, 

they call this a “novel” or “new” virus, because no one has ever been exposed to this 

strain before; therefore no one has any immune resistance to it yet. Plus, we should 

also note, there have been many well-documented examples (from all over the world), 

of certifiably infected people who felt either: no symptoms at all, or felt no serious 

symptoms. 

Therefore, information resembling what I have just shared with you has led the 

Governor of Texas to order the following precautions until (at least) April 3:  

1. Every person in Texas shall avoid social gatherings in groups of more than 10 

people. 
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2. People shall avoid eating or drinking at bars, restaurants, and food courts, or 

visiting gyms or massage parlors; provided, however, that the use of drive-thru, 

pickup, or delivery options is allowed and highly encouraged throughout the 

limited duration of this executive order. 

3. People shall not visit nursing homes or retirement or long-term care facilities 

unless to provide critical assistance. 

4. Schools shall temporarily close. 

 

Governor Abbott made it very clear in his Thursday, March 19th ‘virtual town hall’ that 

these temporary orders did not outlaw Church services, specifically because that 

would be unconstitutional. But, at the same time, he pointed out that many Churches 

(if not the vast majority) are moving their services online, to: a) protect their 

congregations, b) obey the CDC guidelines, and c) prevent the spread of the virus in 

their communities.  

 

So, after much prayer, research, and discussion, Victorious MESSIAH Fellowship’s 

elected leadership has concluded that the most loving thing we can all do for each 

other and our community is to hold our services online for (at least) the next two 

Sabbath and midweek services. We pray that we can resume normal services by April 

the 4th, but we realize that this is in the LORD’s capable hands, and only He really 

knows how things will look at that time. 

 

Truly, if forgoing the pleasure of each other’s physical company can spare just one of 

our beloved Brothers or Sisters the pain of suffering through a COVID-19 infection, or 

even death; I am sure that we would all gladly choose to protect one another in that 

way. Also, it is worth mentioning, even our LORD Himself did not “tempt” (or more 

literally: “test”) His Father by jumping off of the pinnacle of the Temple, as satan urged 

in Matthew 4:5-7.  

 

Like our LORD, we will not test GOD, especially when we have been clearly warned 

by the leaders GOD has placed over us (Romans 13); but we each must make sure that 

we never allow fear (of something like this virus - or of the remaining signs of our 

LORD’s return that are sure to follow it) to take root in our hearts. The resurrection of 

our Savior proves: JESUS has conquered the worst challenge this world can ever 



Page 3 of 9 
 

present, which is death! And, because we follow JESUS, even if we face suffering or 

death in this life, we can confidently say: we are more than conquerors through 

CHRIST!  

 

So, now that you understand some of the reasoning behind why we will be temporarily 

holding our assemblies online, let’s discuss exactly how we will hold those assemblies, 

and what you can do to attend. 

 

We will be using a service called “Go-To-Meeting” (please see update below) to host our 

scheduled gatherings, and we will try to make things feel as normal as possible. For 

the next two Sabbaths, we will “host” a virtual room that we will “open” at the same 

time we have typically opened up the building on Sabbath, which is 10:00 a.m. And we 

will leave that virtual room open for fellowship all day long (LORD willing); until the 

last person decides to leave. Also, on Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. we will “open” a 

room for everyone to join in, and it will remain open until the last person decides to 

leave. 

 

To “enter” the room we have reserved for  

Sabbath Services on March 21st, you have a few options. 

 

First: you can call in on your telephone to join in.  

Simply dial: +1 (646) 749-3112, and when prompted enter the access code, which is:  

475-401-853. This will allow you to hear everyone and be heard.  

 

Second: if you have an Android or Apple smartphone, you can download the 

GoToMeeting app, which will allow you to hear, speak, and see: a) everyone who has 

enabled a camera, b) the Sabbath School lesson, and c) the Sabbath Service (with the 

songs and the sermon).  

 

To download the Android GoToMeeting app, please visit:  

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.gotomeeting&hl=us 

Or, to download the Apple app, please visit:  

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/gotomeeting/id1239774423?mt=8 

(The Access Code, if you need it, is: 475-401-853) 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.gotomeeting&hl=us
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/gotomeeting/id1239774423?mt=8
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Or Third: If you would like to join the group on a larger screen, you can use a tablet, a 

laptop, or a desktop computer by navigating to: 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/475401853 

(The Access Code, if you need it, is: 475-401-853) 

 

To “enter” the room we have reserved for  

Wednesday Evening Study on March 25th, you have a few options. 

 

First: you can call in on your telephone to join in.  

Simply dial: +1 (786) 535-3211, and when prompted  

enter the access code, which is: 126-574-973. 

 

Second: if you have an Android or Apple smartphone you can use the GoToMeeting 

app. 

(The Access Code is: 126-574-973) 

 

Or Third: If you would like to join the group on a larger screen, you can use a tablet, 

laptop or a computer by navigating to: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/126574973  

(The Access Code is: 126-574-973) 

 

To “enter” the room we have reserved for  

Sabbath Services on March 28th, you have a few options. 

 

First: you can call in on your telephone to join in.  

Simply dial: +1 (669) 224-3412, and when prompted  

enter the access code, which is: 823-801-245. 

 

Second: if you have an Android or Apple smartphone you can use the GoToMeeting 

app. 

(The Access Code is: 823-801-245) 

 

Or Third: If you would like to join the group on a larger screen, you can use a tablet, 

laptop or a computer by navigating to: 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/475401853
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/126574973
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https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/823801245  

(The Access Code is: 823-801-245) 

 

And… 

To “enter” the room we have reserved for  

Wednesday Evening Study on April 1st, you have a few options. 

 

First: you can call in on your telephone to join in.  

Simply dial: +1 (786) 535-3211, and when prompted 

enter the access code, which is: 728-066-925. 

 

Second: if you have an Android or Apple smartphone you can use the GoToMeeting 

app. 

(The Access Code is: 728-066-925) 

 

Or Third: If you would like to join the group on a larger screen, you can use a tablet, 

laptop or a computer by navigating to: 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/728066925  

(The Access Code is: 728-066-925) 

 

If anyone needs to borrow a laptop to join in the services, please let Amber or I know. 

We have just refurbished one we would be happy to loan out, if it would help someone 

join in more comfortably. 

 

We love and miss you all, already. We are praying for your safety, the safety of your 

families; for protection for the men and women serving the medical, emergency, and 

practical needs of the nation, and for all those effected by this global pandemic. We 

earnestly pray that GOD will use this extremely difficult time to draw many to eternal 

salvation in His Son, and back to His commandments. May the LORD end this 

pestilence soon in His great mercy, and may many sinners repent, and prepare to 

stand before the soon-coming King!  

 

 

 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/823801245
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/728066925
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__________ 3/25/20 Update __________ 
 

Thank you all for your loving help in curbing the spread of the virus over the last few 

days. Since this has been a very fluid situation, I am writing to update you on a few 

critical developments.  

 

First, on March 24th, Dallas County issued a “Stay Home Stay Safe” order that can be 

found at: https://www.dallascounty.org/Assets/uploads/docs/hhs/2019-

nCoV/03242020-Amended-Order-March-23.pdf.  

 

Second, on March 24th, Tarrant County issued similar “shelter in place” orders, that can 

be found at: http://www.tarrantcounty.com/content/dam/main/global/Covid-19/covid-

19-EO-stay-at-home-amended-signed03-24-20.pdf.  

 

Both of these orders temporarily outlaw standard church meetings. Tarrant County 

wrote: “No in-person worship services are permitted. Needed staff can attend to 

produce audio/video or conduct services for transmission.” And Dallas County wrote: 

“Religious and worship services may only be provided by video and teleconference. 

Religious institutions must limit in-person staff to ten (10) people or less when 

preparing for or conducting video or teleconference services, and all individuals must 

follow the Social Distancing Guidelines including the six feet social distancing.” 

 

But most importantly for us (because of our location), on March 23rd, Parker County 

declared (at: https://parkercountytx.com/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=416) among other 

things: 

  

“1.    This First Amended Declaration of Local Disaster due to Public Health 

Emergency shall continue for a period of not more than 30 days from March 23, 

2020 unless continued, renewed or rescinded by the County Judge or the 

Commissioners Court.” 

 

“10.    This Declaration closes worship services for in-person services, provided 

that needed staff can attend to produce audio/video services for transmission.” 

 

https://www.dallascounty.org/Assets/uploads/docs/hhs/2019-nCoV/03242020-Amended-Order-March-23.pdf
https://www.dallascounty.org/Assets/uploads/docs/hhs/2019-nCoV/03242020-Amended-Order-March-23.pdf
http://www.tarrantcounty.com/content/dam/main/global/Covid-19/covid-19-EO-stay-at-home-amended-signed03-24-20.pdf
http://www.tarrantcounty.com/content/dam/main/global/Covid-19/covid-19-EO-stay-at-home-amended-signed03-24-20.pdf
https://parkercountytx.com/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=416
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And:  

 

“11.    In accordance with Texas Government Code §418.173, a person who 

knowingly or intentionally violates this declaration commits an offense, 

punishable by a fine up to $1,000.00 or confinement in jail for a term that does 

not exceed 180 days.” 

 

Consequently, the fact is: it has become temporarily illegal for us to meet as a 

congregation in Parker County. And, unless they modify or rescind their orders above, 

we should expect to continue meeting online (as we have for our last three services) 

until April 22nd (when Parker County’s order expires). 

 

Sadly, this order prevents us from legally and righteously meeting together in person 

to share the Passover meal and the Days of Unleavened Bread together at their 

Biblically prescribed time, just as the viral pandemic has prevented us from safely 

meeting together over the last few weeks. However, our heavenly Father actually has a 

Biblical provision for occasions like this. 

 

In Numbers, it is written: Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the 

children of Israel, saying: ‘If anyone of you or your posterity is unclean because of a 

corpse, or is far away on a journey, he may still keep the LORD’s Passover. ‘On the 

fourteenth day of the second month, at twilight, they may keep it. They shall eat it 

with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. ‘They shall leave none of it until morning, nor 

break one of its bones. According to all the ordinances of the Passover they shall keep 

it. ‘But the man who is clean and is not on a journey, and ceases to keep the Passover, 

that same person shall be cut off from among his people, because he did not bring the 

offering of the LORD at its appointed time; that man shall bear his sin. Numbers 9:9-

13 

 

The fact is: in 30 A.D., JESUS celebrated Passover a day early, since He was going to 

die before the appointed time the Passover was to be eaten. Also, in 2 Chronicles 30:1-

5, the righteous king Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:1-6) and the children of Israel held Passover 

in the second month because they were unprepared to celebrate it in the first month. 

So, there is clear Biblical precedent for celebrating Passover in the second Biblical 
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month of the year, when circumstances prevent it being celebrated in the first month. 

And if things are like they are now in one month, we can simply have Passover in our 

homes and assemble virtually at that time (in accordance with 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 & 

11:20-34). 

 

Therefore, because Scripture allows us to celebrate Passover in the second month when 

circumstances beyond our control prohibit us from celebrating it in the first month, we 

will move our Spring Feast celebrations out 30 days, in the hope that we can come 

together then. 

 

 
 

On a more technical note, we have noticed during our three meetings on 

GoToMeeting.com that they: a) don’t have very good audio quality, b) they make us 

choose a new room ID at each meeting, and c) some people were having trouble 

keeping their connection. After much testing, research, and experimentation, I have 

found that Zoom, a competitor of GoToMeeting, has much better audio transmission 

capabilities (for online devices), a much more stable platform, and a fixed room ID so 

we only have to remember one phone number and one ID number going forward for 
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all of our meetings. Thankfully, the LORD provided a significant discount for a year of 

Pro level Zoom usage, so we will be switching to Zoom for all of our online meetings 

after 3/25/20. 

 

Just as people were able to join in via phone, smartphone, tablet, or computer with 

GoToMeeting, we can all use these same devices to meet together on Zoom. The phone 

number to join in and listen to an online meeting is: 1-346-248-7799, and the meeting 

code will always be: 324 169 3845. Also, the link for our online meetings is: 

bit.ly/vmfonline, and you can use this simple link to connect your computer, tablet, 

Android smartphone, or Apple smartphone. 

 

When you navigate to the link: bit.ly/vmfonline for the first time, you can download 

the app to your PC, laptop, smartphone, or tablet; and once the app is installed, you 

simply need to enter the meeting ID: 324 169 3845.  Once you have installed the app 

once, you can either open the app to join a VMF meeting, or go to bit.ly/vmfonline 

again, and join the room that way.  

 

____ 3/25/20 Update Ends – 4/6/20 Update Begins _____ 
 

Because Zoom was experiencing some security issues, they have installed mandatory 

passwords on all rooms. So, after entering the meeting ID: 324 169 3845, you will now 

be required to enter a password. And to make it easier to remember the password, we 

have made it the first 6 digits of the meeting ID. Therefore, the password is: 324169. 

 

_______________4/6/20 Update Ends ________________ 
 

Grateful to serve our LORD by your side, 

Brother Eric 

https://bit.ly/VMFONLINE
https://bit.ly/VMFONLINE
https://bit.ly/VMFONLINE

